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Appeal to reduce bureaucracy: Member of the 

German Bundestag Detzer visits Dürr 
 

Bietigheim-Bissingen, July 23, 2024 — EU Taxonomy, Supply Chain Due 

Diligence Act, or extensive requirements for sustainability reporting – 

there are many new legal regulations that are keeping companies busy at 

the moment. Dr. Hannes Schmüser, Head of the Dürr Group’s Clean 

Technology Systems division, therefore made an appeal to Dr. Sandra 

Detzer, Member of the German Bundestag, to reduce bureaucracy. The 

economic policy spokeswoman of the Green Party visited the head-

quarters of the mechanical and plant engineering firm in Bietigheim-

Bissingen together with Tayfun Tok, Member of the State Parliament. 

 

Dr. Hannes Schmüser emphasized the importance of a policy that creates good 

framework conditions for all companies, rather than subsidizing individual 

sectors. Funding programs should be predictable and not end abruptly, as was 

the case with electric vehicles. 

 

“The increase in regulation over the past few years is presenting companies 

with ever greater challenges. The immense increase in bureaucracy is detri-

mental to the actual concerns, which are often sensible and important. The 

additional effort required for reporting means that the day-to-day business of 

entire segments suffers.” Dr. Hannes Schmüser cited the German Supply Chain 

Due Diligence Act as an example. “The goal of avoiding human rights violations 

in the supply chain, among other things, is absolutely right, but the way to 

achieve it is problematic.” 

 

Hanjo Hermann, Head of Sustainability at the Dürr Group, added: “We have to 

overcome high bureaucratic hurdles to prove our sustainable activities. Ambi-

guities in new laws must not be at the expense of companies.” He is convinced 

that examples of implementation and clearly defined calculation methods for the 

required key figures would help to reduce uncertainties. 
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Homework for politicians 

Dr. Sandra Detzer thanked for the frank words and the good exchange. “The 

world of a rules-based trade order, as we have known it for decades, is chang-

ing rapidly. As a strong export nation, Germany has an interest in preventing 

subsidy races and strengthening rules-based global trade. This is what we in 

the Federal Government are working for. Still, we must not close our eyes to 

reality: Geopolitics is becoming increasingly intertwined with global economic 

policy. We have to find a response to this — together with the companies.” 

 

European regulations such as the Supply Chain Due Diligence Act make sense, 

according to Detzer. “Companies like Dürr invest a lot to deliver cutting-edge 

technology and at the same time operate in a socially and environmentally 

sustainable way. They need the right framework conditions to ensure that their 

business models are not threatened by the unfair practices of others. We can 

best set the framework conditions at European level. Low-effort implementation 

is a key objective that we in Brussels and Berlin clearly need to focus on even 

more,” said the Member of the German Bundestag from the Ludwigsburg 

constituency. 

 

Self-generation of electricity expanded 

Another topic were the Dürr Group’s activities for climate protection. The 

company, which has around 20,000 employees worldwide, has switched to 

green electricity from 100% renewable energy sources at all its locations. In 

addition, the conversion to energy-efficient building technology is being con-

tinued: In the past year alone, photovoltaic systems were commissioned at four 

locations to generate their own renewable electricity.  

 

In general, the mechanical and plant engineering sector has an important role to 

play on the path to climate neutrality, as Hanjo Hermann explained. Mechanical 

and plant engineering is directly responsible for around 1% of global CO2e 

emissions (CO2 equivalents), but has an influence on around 70% of the CO2e 

emissions caused in other industrial sectors. An important lever in this regard 

are sustainable machines and systems for resource- and energy-saving 

production processes, such as those offered by the Dürr Group to its 

customers. 

 

Pictures for this press release can be found here. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

The Dürr Group is one of the world's leading mechanical and plant engineering firms 
with particular expertise in the technology fields of automation, digitalization, and energy 
efficiency. Its products, systems, and services enable highly efficient and sustainable 
manufacturing processes — mainly in the automotive industry and for producers of 

https://www.durr-group.com/en/media/news/news-detail/view/appeal-to-reduce-bureaucracy-member-of-the-german-bundestag-detzer-visits-duerr-90467
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furniture and timber houses, but also in sectors such as the chemical and 
pharmaceutical industries, medical devices, electrical engineering, and battery 
production. In 2023, the company generated sales of €4.6 billion. The Dürr Group has 
around 20,500 employees and 142 business locations in 32 countries, and it operates in 
the market with five divisions: 
 
▪ Paint and Final Assembly Systems: paint shops as well as final assembly, testing, 

and filling technology for the automotive industry 
▪ Application Technology: robots and products for the automated application of 

paint, sealants, and adhesives 
▪ Clean Technology Systems: air pollution control, coating systems for battery 

electrodes, and noise abatement systems 
▪ Industrial Automation Systems: automated assembly and test systems for 

automotive components, medical devices, and consumer goods as well as balancing 
and diagnostic technology 

▪ Woodworking Machinery and Systems: machinery and equipment for the 
woodworking industry 

 

Contact:  

Dürr AG 

Andreas Schaller / Mathias Christen 

Corporate Communications & Investor Relations 

Phone +49 7142 78-1785 / -1381 

Fax +49 7142 78-1716  

E-Mail corpcom@durr.com 

 

This publication has been prepared independently by Dürr AG/Dürr group. It may 
contain statements which address such key issues as strategy, future financial results, 
events, competitive positions and product developments. Such forward-looking 
statements are subject to a number of risks, uncertainties and other factors, including, 
but not limited to those described in disclosures of Dürr AG, in particular in the chapter 
“Risks” in the annual report of Dürr AG. Should one or more of these risks, uncertainties 
and other factors materialize, or should underlying expectations not occur or 
assumptions prove incorrect, actual results, performances or achievements of the Dürr 
group may vary materially from those described in the relevant forward-looking 
statements. These statements may be identified by words such as “expect,” “want,” 
“anticipate,” “intend,” “plan,” “believe,” “seek,” “estimate,” “will,” “project” or words of 
similar meaning. Dürr AG neither intends, nor assumes any obligation, to update or 
revise its forward-looking statements regularly in light of developments which differ from 
those anticipated. Stated competitive positions are based on management estimates 
supported by information provided by specialized external agencies. 
 
Our financial reports, presentations, press releases and ad-hoc releases may include 
alternative financial metrics. These metrics are not defined in the IFRS (International 
Financial Reporting Standards). Net assets, financial position and results of operations 
of the Dürr group should not be assessed solely on the basis of these alternative 
financial metrics. Under no circumstances do they replace the performance indicators 
presented in the consolidated financial statements and calculated in accordance with 

mailto:corpcom@durr.com
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the IFRS. The calculation of alternative financial metrics may vary from company to 
company despite the use of the same terminology. Further information regarding the 
alternative financial metrics used at Dürr AG can be found in our financial glossary on 
the web page. 

https://www.durr-group.com/en/investor-relations/investor-service/glossary

